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TO EE 


LOYAL SUBJECTS. 


CS” nes 


Gentlemen, 


Eing about to Publiſh this Sermon, T 
could not bethink my ſedf how to make 
a more ſeaſonable Dedication of it, 
than to Tou All: being you are e- 
gually concerned, both as to Tour Sacred, and: 
Civil Intereſt,to maintain that greateſt of Pri-- 
wviledges which Herein I have endeavoured to 
defend. That the: Well-being of this Church 
and Kingdom depends upon this, Every one 


knows; and I hope, we need not be admoniſhed- 


to look to the Corner-Stone. What it 3s that: 


fome Men would have, God Almighty only, and. 


Themfelves (if Themſelves) do know :. however 
it is to be wiſhed, that whilſt T hey are decrying 
of Ours. (without doubt the Beft of Gowern- 


ments. 


FEI: "OE 
EIETIS.. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory...- 


ments) for Tyranny , Oppreſſion, and Po- 
pery, They be not buoying of Theſe up in the © 
World, and bringing of Them in (which God 
avert) under the Mak of Faction. }.. 

May the Great GOD of. Heaven and 
Farthſay Amen to this Sermon,and Crown 
theſe mean Eflays ; by making of all Thoſe, 
whom Nature hath made; and the Law of 
Nations declared, His Majeftzes Subje&ts, 

_ truly Loyal. Which, as it is the hearty 
Prayer, ſo ſhall it be the ſincere and perpetual 
Endeavour of, 


—_— ll. 


Gentlemen, 


Your hcirty Well-wiſker, 


WILLIAM CLIFFORD. - 


= 


PSAL $1. yer: 4. e9 
Aran thee only bave I fo nned- _— 


A ny 
>Iecgpe Incc it is become one of the's great 
BBY Maſterpieces of our Incendiaries,to 
D. mani the Power of the People, 
to break open the Cabinet of State, 
to puſh forward the heady and ra- 
- ging Multitude, with fiftitious De- 

vices ; and to promote that Diabo- 
Va _ of " Speakin evil of Dignities ; I ſhall 
' +» - this day make it my buſineſs, to undeceive ſuch as 

 tayebeen miſled by thoſe fulſe Fires, ” 
ou 


+8} 


Tt is nor only the Voice of our Law, but we 
likewiſe have the unanimous Aſtipulation, -and Suf- 
rages, of 'the Laws of God, Nature, and all Na- 
/vions ; That a KING (being Deo fpcundus, ſologue 
 Deatninor,) can do wo wrong ; that is4 ho wrong. 
for which he can be accountable to any but God, 
being only his {andn6t the Peoples) Vicegerent. 
And that T may evince this (I hope) beyond con- 
rradiction., F have made chorce of Hoty Davids 
Caſe, as being the melt Jappolite (to the beſt 
of my Judgrhent ) of, any that I could meet 


What S Hierooy *7 ederved im the root of 
many of the P/a/ms, (which he probably had out 
of Orzgen, Fer Who Volutnes dis Juvenile Stu- 
dies abounded ; and Origen confeſleth, thathe had- 
it by Traditzon from the Few his Maſter; ) is un- 
doubtedly true : viz. Titulurm P[almi eſſe Clavem, 
That the Key of each Pfalm.is: the Title. Which, 
if we do conſult, it dire&eth us to the Second Book 

- of Samuel, the +215 Chapter, where we find the 
hc gh Nathan, in his Meflage from God to Da- 
©id; reproving him for his Sin in the matter of 
Thiah. Whereupon the relenting Prince he 
| | | ed: 
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filed with the aggravating Circumſtances of fo 
great a-Crime) -preſently falleth into that Pious 
Confeſſion, inthe 1 374 Verſe of thar Chapter; I 
have /inued againſt the Lord. © 

And, as if that had been too ſmall a Pennance, 
upon ſecond thoughts (which are always preſu- 
med, tobe the moſt ſound and ſearching) he com- 
poſeth-this-Pſalm'; Gghing out his . Mi[erere mer 

eas, Nave: mercy upon we, O'God.:. for againſt 
thee only have I famed. .  __ 

In doing. right to this Text, I ſhall omit the- 
Gloſſes of fome later Expoſitors, eſpecially thoſe of 
the Gevers-Faction:; and .that I. may the more 
exactly ſhew. you, what was the Judgment of the 
Primitive Chriſtians in this weighty Point of Al- 
legiance; I ſhall cite the Councils, and Fathers, as 
being the ſureft Witnefles in this Particular : and 
having been approved by-the Univerſal Church of 
Chriſt, no good Man can have the leaſt occaſion to 


_ doubt of their Fidelity. And.to theſe Teftimonies, 


I ſhall add the Judgment of the immortal Hugo 
Groti4s, to whoſe Books, and Memory, for his Q-' 
panion.inithes Point, all the Princes of. Chriſtendom: | 


 doowe Protection. _ 


And-that theſe things may be the more per- 
ptible, 1 ſhall move in this moſteafie, and natural 
Method, Wherein I hall ſhew, _ SEE 
©, That the DefetFion of Natare is 'ſo.u-" 

bo / iverſat, that eEVen Kings "C.40 plead ) 

+ 1 #0 Immunity from it, no Priviledge 

againſt it. gd 

B g 2.That 


ye M4 gn 


| The Powerof KINGS 
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3 King 8.46. 


2. That alths the Depravity of Nature 
_ . be general; yet it #5 the Sacred Pri- 
 - wiledge of Kings only for their Of- 


fences, to be exempted from all Hu- 


mane Juris diftion. 


. 3«: That ſuch are the Impetuoſities of the: 
. Vulgar, that notwithſtanding this 
Sacred Reſerve, Majeſty it ſelf can 

ſcarce any where be inviolable. 


4. That ſince the Perſons, and Power: 
of | Kings are efteemed Sacred, both by 
the Laws of God, Nature, and all 
Nations; I fball exhori all Men, 
that they be to the utmoſt of their 

. Power careful, not to violate ſo great 
a'Privileage, En 


| 


| .t. Thatihe es Nature is ſouniverſat, 


that even Kings canplead no Immunity from it, no- 


Priviledge againft it. Fhe Empire of Sin, after* 


the Fall of Man, was fo general, that no Man oan- 
be excluded, that will not deny himfelf to be 4+. 
dam's' Off-ſpring, And thus we: have the great 
Apoſtle of Ne Goarcles aſſerting, that in Adam alt 
died: And Holy David confeſling,, In /in. was Þ 
conceived, and in iniquity did my Mother bring 
me forth. But it is needlefs to infiſt upon Parti- 
culars, when as the Wiſe Man hath-included all in 
his: Parentheſis, There is: no Man that ſinneth 


not, & 
oe The: 


"FICE I 
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| FheNatureof this Propofition. is ſuch, as you © 
hear it is univerſally granted :. therefore needeth it 
nofurther Proof, 'Neither will any one be ſo ſimple 

as to go about to exclude Princes fromit, till that 

day approach ,' when both They and We (Mor- 

tality being laid aſide) ſhall be equally exempted, « 
Till then both: Gratitude and Intereſt, oblige. us to 
cover the'Faylts of: our Superiours.. And therefore 

E ſhall proceed toſhew, © STB3 


. 2» That althd the Depravity of Nature be ge-+ 
neral ;.\yet 'it- is the Sacred Priviledge of Kings 
only, for their offences , to: be: exempted from all 
Humane: Furiſai#ion. In the. former Propoſition 
we have ſeen, that they by whom the Actions of 
Men are weighed, and upon whom Premium 5 
7 ena, the two Hinges of all Law do turn; are not 
able ſo far toſmother the Embryon of Original De- 
pravity, but that it will (in ſpight of the utmoſt 
care and vigilance) burſt from the Seed: to the 
Fruit, into aftual Impiety and Tranſgreflion;. But 
yet for all this-are- they: not in the leaſt liable to the 
Cenſure of-any Man; No: Tribunal under: Heaven 
hath. power to: take cognizance of them, or-call 
them 'into queſtion. The Prophet in our Text, 
tho a'King, confeſſeth 'his Tranſgrefſion: bur it is 
with: Reſerve of Juſtice unto none, but-to him, 
whom alone he owned Superiour  andtherefore he 
crieth, Againſt thee only have I finned.._- 

' Fhat: ſome of our - Moderns might: evade this 
plain ſence of the Text, they have invented one, 
which as they think.wilt:do the bulineſs. - ye +4 
Th of tnat-. 
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= rhe Wapns ſinned ina double. reſpe@:; Que, as 2 
, King :Another,as a Private-Perſon.(Ff-;thelp be. not 
- _ -«. the'Nations of Forty: Eight letithe: World judge.) 


As he\wasa private Perfon (ſay they) he was offen= «: 4 
{veto his Neighbour, as wellas to God , having | 
-been injurious to Uriah. 

To which I anſwer: Navids Repentance here, 
was either Feigned-or Siticere j| Feigned- it could 
not be, as appears by the circumſtances; neither - 
will they ſuppoſe it. Andif Sincere, how cometh 2 
it to paſs, that im his Confeſſioo, he hath no reſpe& 
to. (his injured. thous] 2? \ But. here lieth the | 
bottom-of -the buſineſs ;.-If they could: juggle the © 
Wor!ldinto a belief, ebac Davidhoned as a Private 
Perſon, then the unavoidable conſequence .would 
be; 'Thathe muſt be obnoxious to that. Law, which | 

| he had offended : and no Mong renee, that the 
puniſhment of that Sin whereof David was guils 
ty, was Death; by the Moſarca} Statute, Whats 
this, battaſcelc's 3 pretence for Regicide ? | 

That. David:was injurious to T/riab, 1 do fairly ; 
and readily; grant. But, that: he wes a Private Per- 
ſon; neither They, not all/the World will ever be 
able to conviticeane, tt: being oat only ebſurg, [but 
unpoſſible. 'Toſay, thatſuch aone is a King, and 
a Private Perſon too, i a flat contradiction, which 
cannever:be reconciled : for wherever the ;one; as; 
It is impoſſible:for the other to. bechere allo, at one 
and the ſametime. * 

' But'whether David were: Private, or no,: this 
was not the. they aimed at ; which was, that 
be'might bekable to Teoreſbrial! Puoiſbrhent: wy 
1; then, 


- 


ack MM ..—— 


Aol Id: 7 Indicured: 


chen, whatſoever looked! (tho WH foill) like att 
Argument, muſt be Brought” to gineet 
5 do Men betome.rh® Paſfons of Error, 4- - 
render themſelves ,&lff mptible tofall diſcerning, - 

Perſons; David: Was no Private Perſon after he 
was Anointed : tfis was rothing therefore , but a 
| diftindtion they had invented, and fitted for their 
purpoſe: and Siier it (as 1 have ſhewed) or our 
Lopic muſt be falſe, Let them fhew us one Ex- 
ample, and it ſhall be cnough, of any Law, either 
Divine, or Humane, of 'any Civilized. Nation i in the 
World that: owneth 1t : but this they cannot , be» 
ing only. tngaged © to their own crazed Heads for 
It; : 
David was a King, and as ſuch; was (as other 
Kings) above the Law. Kings have Power to dif- 
pence with the Law at their pleaſure : Neither is. 
there rhe ſeyereſt Panifiment the Law can inflict, 
but it! is'in the Power of the King to remit it ; of 
this D2v:d could. not be ignorant :. nay, he ſeems. 
to imply as much here ; and by how much the more: 
the kev bimfelf exempted Feotih the Moſaical Law, 
iſo much the" more earneſt here he ſeemeth to 
be with God' for a Pardon, to' whoſe greater Tri- 
Þunat only be could be accountable.  Andof this. 
his Earneſineſs, the Original is a ſufficient witneſs, 
aig the'Pronoun is twice repeated ; Againſt 

the Ther only Bave T fanned. 
Bat I haft to be+ more particular; wherein bg 
fra undertake to proye, That 

' For SubjeQs to queſtion the Adions (tho Offen- 


| Hve) or the Authority of their Princes, is 2 _ 
| at: 


Sa. _ 


F a- 
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that -is molt clearly Repugnant to Primitive Cu- 
ſtom : Inconſiſtent with the nature of the.Kingly 
Office: : And Diametrically oppoſite to the Liberty 
of the Subject. . | 
' I. It « Repugnant to Primitive Cuftom. . That 
awhich Men call Religion, will in: no wiſe allow the 
Prerogatives of Kings to be called in queſtion., Thus 
the thing was amongit the Hebrews : when. they 
requeſted for a King to rule over them, like as other 
Nations had, the Prophet anſwereth them, that 
they ſhould have a King ; and that their King 
ſhould take their Wives and Children, their Ser- 
wants and Cattel, for his uſe:and ſervice; as you 
may read at-large $42#1.1.8. But that which is ve- 
ry obſervable, 1s, that the Prophet in the whole 
deſcription of that their King, who we know was 
none of the beſt, never ſo much as ſetteth the leaſt 
bound or limitation to his Power, maketh no obſer- 
'Vations of the extent of his Authority. Whereas, 
if either this, or any other of the Precedent, or 
Succeeding Authors of the Old Teſtament, had 
but made any. caſes .of Reſiſtance. or Reſtraine ; 
make no queſtion, but the Antimonarchical Spirits 
of-theſe Times would have been. diligent in the 
ſearch, and diſcovery of them. But ſo far was 
this from the buſineſs of Sammnel, and the reſt of the 
Prophets ;/ that, they enjoyn Obedience. (even; to 
the worſtof Kings) tho it-be not: only to the ha- 
2ard of Goods, but Life. . And we dofind it twice 
pronounced (to make the Obligation greater) con- 
cerning one of the molt Infolent, and Unjuſt, of all 
_ their Kings; Who can lift up bis hands. againff 


ods 


mgngenmans "SC. amen 
j * ; : 


-— wo 


—— and V indicted; ® ” 2 


Gods Anointed,, and. be. guiltleſs t That: Golden 1 San.24, 7: i 
Seatence of the: Plalmiſt Theretore.mult of pecefliy © 259: 


ty; have: a bke Relatign-to all,Rulers.;rTpuch got ral.rog.rs. 
mine Anointed. Apd 25 the Law, faiths; ces T 


runneth -high+ concerning. Majeſty,. Our. Savi Fe 
prohibiteth, us from doing .any: man Injury or. 
a6 cog ;» but mych .more, muſt we. pay.- .that Re ws 
rence; :and.,ReſpeRto Geſar, which himſelf. pai 
and commanded us todo the. like, ', Your will =_ 
find him controverting the AQtons. of Ceſar, or 
his Delegates ; but willingly ſubmitting to what- 
ſocver they impoſed : as you may clearly ſee.in.the 
Caſe of Tribute, wherein he proved to St,Petey, 
that ſuch as.were Freeborg were not liable.to Tox- 
_ ation; Nevertheleſs (ſaith he) teft. we be trouble- 
ſom, gothou tothe Sea, and zaking up a Fiſh, in his 
auth thou ſbalt finds a piers, of Moyes: that, give 
them farthee and me. 

Ney,. ſo.farwas Chriſt, {axisficd. of peak 
the Roman Emperour, that. he ſuffered Death up- 
M the de vanes. Pilate the io? not. 

DRY Ee -ae wanted. Power to. make,,Refiſtance , as 

Tm OY 1.46 R Full Lam god ſamegchess, did-yainly 
agamſt,the:Primutive, Chriſtiags,« but.tbes, 

cauſe he ould not.in the, leaſt. ſeem, to:make any 
Exgepiion from that General Rule of Obedzenceto 
Meri et that he. had laid down ;- Har 4) egy : 
he could £7 ay bp is Fath (reve, 

=o yy more than Twelve L, nn Ange lr; to: 
be his Afſiſtants.,,,and to. reſcue their Sovereign. 
Lord, and Creatour, from-the violence: of that 


3.8 w XS F SS 34 - 4 & 5 '' ; Fe s of 4. = 
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alſo We hd. the Difci os treading' in n their 
| « ers ſteps, St. Peter, and St. Paw, thoſe two 


eat: 'Dofots of the Circumciſion and Unciream- 
fion 2(ſerring thi Royal Prerogative; Submir 
Jour * unto | Ordinance of Man, (ſaith 
E Petey, whatſoever ſome of his Succeflours have to 
1 Pet.2:13,14, fay to the'contiary): for the Lords ſake , whether 

FN it bei unto the King ,: as yer 0” unto 'Gover- 


puniſhment of 


him, for' the 


nours nbſtitnted by 
Wickednefs and Vice,and fi or the eprohe of them that 
do wel: for fois the Eto that- in well- 


| wed may put ro ſilence 4 Ignorance of fooliſh 


" Aetwerably hereunto S:Paul clearly evinceth the 
neceſſity of Obedience to Supream Powers; telling 
us, that ſuch are ordained of God ; for which wery 

Rom. 13. reaſon (faith he) ye muſt needs be fu eh, not only 
for wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake ; for ho that 
reſitetb the Power, refifteth the Ordinance of God. 
But notwithſtanding all 'this , our' Enemies keep 

rubbing up the old Sore, and in defiance of all ot 

Perſuations, and- good Councils to the contrary, 

they: will underſtend' St. Pay), better-than hevun- 
derſtood hirnfelf/' Juſt" in' another 'Caſe, | like 'to- 

Andreas Althamern, who having taken up an'O- 

pinion prejudicial to Obedience, and Good Works ; 
and'being not able to reconcile it with the Dodtine 
of 5, doth: fairly therefore 'give St.Fames 
the Lis, Ne Book'printed, ſince MiCatuier Re- 
duQion of Geneva, at Sth achourg, $0: they tell 
us, that they are willing; to Powers, could” 


they have ſuch Powers as whe Apoſtle meant of, 
when. 


Aſerted and Vindicated. 

when;he writ this Epatile. Wherein, alas, they 
miſerably miſtaken,, : fox the Apoſtle writ this: 
file to his Rom:/b Gonveres, when they were: tn, 
der the Governmeat. 9f-:a Cruc}:Heathen Em 
rour, Thus cafily can. Mens Fancies Jead' them to 
aſſert they. know ;not:what': 'Both They and We | 
have the greateſt cauſe to:bleſs' God, that we are 
not under/iuch.a Power as then was. 

And that which claimeth the next't 


— 


hn 4 A 


- 


degree of our 
Aſſeat,after our Saviours Dodrine,and theApoſiles, 
is the Suffrage of. the | Univerſal Church, the 
with the Practice of Primitive Chriſtianity,the beſt 
(if not only) Interpreter of the New Teſtameit. He 
chat'conſulteth theſe, will find them unanimouſly 
aſſerting the Propoſition we have now in hand. And 
what good Laws were made for. ſecuring the Royal 
Rightsof Kings, I ſhall refer che more, [ntdligem 
to read inthe Univerſal Code, wherein-you have 
the Four General Councils of Nice; Conftautinople, 
Epheſus, and Chalcedon; with the Five Primitive 
Synods, of _Azcyra, Neogeſaria, Gangrer, Antioch, 
and Laodicea; all which have been all along re- 
vo gl approved, by the Univerſal Church of 
ritt. ; | "B+ $3. 
And .as this was the Qpinion of the whole Ca» 
tholick Church, ſo dath it till remain, (andiong 
may it do.ſo ;) there being no one Churet iniche 
known World aflerting otherwiſe ;' nor any ſound, 
and ſober Member of any Church, as far as { was 
ever able. to learn; Except a few deluded. Crea- 
tures in-the Church of Rome, and a handful of 
Zealous Fools in 'the Dr - Churches , ag 
2 ave 
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© have mack themſelves ridiculous, and conremprt. ble, 
inithe Eyes of :ail thinking; and: judicious Perſons; 
mpg; that , which the-uninterrupted Opi- 
| and Univerſal Practice of the Chriſtian 
Church: for Fiiteen Hundred years, 'and: upwards, 
hath flatly-contradidted: ©. And :wherherthe Judgs 
mentsof- a few;-andtlioſe (4r.may be) for the moit 
part Ignorant ;-:or 'the! Opinions -of Thouſands; 
who. (fortheirgreat Piety and exemplary Loyalty) 
are. of, precious .Memory ; be-ina Caſe of fo great 
momgot as-this., to 'be:preferred , he. muſt have 
—_— has: Reaſon, that: Eannot. Tanna diſtin 
ul 

However it be, we ribed = no father to- learn 
Loyaltyz:thanour own Church. All the Laws of 
this /Reahmy:ibork! Sacred:,: and Civik, .do:teaclus 
what it:1s; , *The-Oath of Todelity, (whibhe I ſup- 
poſe)::moſt: Met have taken; is ſufficiently plain, 
and-obligatory ;*to/ which I: remit you, - And'let. 
any. Man conſult 'that, - together with-his own In- 
tereſt;and Safety, and then: let him be Difloyah, if 

he can-'; & lis n23dG-2 TY of ; 
' * Neither gdid- any. bf the Agveizene F athers. recede 
one jot from the Apoſtolical Doctrine , and Pra- 
Rice. It x the. greatefl wickedneſs in the World, 
torefit 71 herSuprenm Power, Adith Clemens in his 
Conſtitutions, 2#nd'7 ho: you bJaftiour Fame (ſaith 
Tertul.ed Sca- Teriullian ſpeaking to the Rand) by ſaying, we 
pen eo: are Injurionst0 Majeſty, yet can you find no ſuch 
mg. " Manamongſtus; for tho we have filled not only 
the Country, but_the.Court Myer are we averſe to 


Rebellion. © Our Savtonr' path ' tanght us, and 
It. Peter 


— . _ 


i 


——_— _ 
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S:.Peter hath taught us (ſaith Nazianzen 2gainft Nazianz. 0- 


rat. I.4auitlis 


Fulian): not to reſiſt Lawful Authority, .(maganing julian. 


the Emperour,) 4ut rather to ſuffer ;, 1t bs lawful 


for ns to. flee, our Szuiour hath permitted it, ſo 


did St. Athanaſius, ſo did St. Cyprian ; neither 
have. we. any. other Remedy left us, but Fragers 
and Tears. 'And-when an Emperour offered: Vig- 


lence to ſome .of the Chriſtians , what Pious Ad- 
Ambrol.1:b. g. 


vice dorh Ambroſe, writing to Auxentius) give Bs > A 


them: Beware.( ſaith he ) of any weapons, but enium. 


. yonr Tears 5: with theſe you: mays. but with any 0- 


” 


ther your may not reſtif.. 0 1 Þ 
And that-which will be. the glory of the Chri- 


tian World, to-the end of the World, as it will 


likewiſe be the ſhame of thoſe that contrived, and 


. acted that: Tragedy, aniindelible-Example,of: Chri- 


ſijan 'Patience ,. is: that ofthe | Theban: Legion ; 


which conſiſted of near Seven: Thouſand Chriſtian 
 Souldiers, who being in- the Field, and; having 

. their Swords drawnin their hands, and of ſufficient 
Power toadefend themſelves, -and rout; the Forces - 

of the Emperouy;: yet-ſuffered themſelves. quietly - 

_ and calmly- to: be Martyred, [rather -than to 0- 

| bey the ſevere and unmanly Edidt of Maximi- _ 


(I/ts 


.. E-might give Examples in-every Century:down 
.to;theſe: yery. Times, and I might-have done” it 
- without going far from:home. Tt is not long ſince 


the whole Church of England was Martyred in 


the Cauſe of her Sovereign Lord, Let-thoſe who 


were the Defigners., .and the Adtors:ot: that- Un- 


evangel.cab Zeal, - live -unparallePd ; and. die un- 


Ppitied ! 
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pitied ! But I "ſhall content my ſelf; any (IT hope) 
fatisfie-every Honeſt man, .and. modeſt *Ehriſtian, 
with that which St, Chryſoftonthath ſaid ypon the 
words of St. Paul, Rom. 13. Wherefore ye mult 
needs ins jeff, whoſoever ye be, tho an Apoſile, 
Evangeliſt, Prophet , or whoever elſe , you- muſt 
needs be ſubjeft; for, if Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
(faith he) thought it requiſite tobe [ubjett ro Pa- 
gan, how much more requifite then muſt it needs 
be, tobe ſubje to Chriflian Princes! 

; Beſides: the Fathers, I promiſed you the Judg- 
ment of the Immortal Grotza# ,. who hath been 
miſerably miſunderſtood by ſome 1n' this »Point : 
no man ever-yet having afſerted, and defended the 
Prerogatives:of Kings , with ſuch ſtrength of An- 
_riquity., ſych' ſober, ſolid, and ſubſtantial. Argu- 
meats, as that Learned Man hath done. Andi 

Obſervation(amongſt many others of great worth) 
Grot.de jur. "isthis ; '**:That the Goſpel is a more exact Rule, 
ch fukin; **and a more pure Inſtitution than ever yet ap- 
& 7s funetet. <©,peared 1a the World, and conſequently doth re- 


Sacrispaſſim. 'a more-p and 1antire/Patience, 'and O- 
"-—=F aaniee ; +4 5400 war gents without great 

«* Sin, and the higheft Injury to our Blefſed Lord, 
< and his Goſpel, recede from that exat Obedi- 

<eace which} he: hath enjoyned, :and whereof he 

*-hath made:himdelf our Example. And how he 

| * behaved himſelf, the Apoſtle isthe moſt credible 
ADE; inn -whotelleth us, that he did no Sin, 'nei- 
& :herwwas Guile found in his month ; that when 

** be was veuiled, he veviled not again; that 

<« oben he ſuffered he threatned not, but committed 

Th. *« himſelf 


Afered WE V indicated, © 
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od himſelf to him that  Judgeth righteouſh, in ell 
things leaving us his Example, that we ſhould 
«Kiread i 10 hits eps. Thus Grotlins. 

Andas rhe Law of Moſes, the Goſpel, and the 
\ Laws and Praftice of all hriftian Nations; ſo the: 
Law of Nature, and all Civilized: (tho'not Chri- 
tian ) Nations, do aſſert rhis Trurh: whereof 


Plato's Books of his Common Wealth are an am» 


ple Teſtimony, And in the Twelve Tables (which 
are believed'to be of Grecian extract, Greece ha- 
ving f furniſhed all the Heathen World with Laws, 
3s it 'is probably ſuppoſed, ) which contain the 
Fundamentals of the Old Roman Law, Cramen 14> 
ſe Majeflatis is the firſt, as being a goile of the 
Higheſt nature. 


Hitherto we.-have ſeen whar Primitive Cuſtom 
hath for. this Aſertion, It appears by what hath: 
been ſpoken, that we muſt be fo 'far fron queſtion- 
ing the Royal Prerogatives, rf we yn 
both by the Law of God, Nature, and all Nite, 
ro vindicate them. though” it be with' peril of life.. 
And if our. Superiours fhioutd Conti th ply 
thing (as God forbid they ſhould)*contrary'toan 
of theſe Laws,. you hear what ise d'us;. 
muſt lay our hands upon our Mouths, and fuffer- 


_ with that Meekneſs which becometh\ our” Profeſ.* 
fion, remembring the Examples of our Saviour” and: 


the Primitive Seat ped , whereof I'have'given 
you a full (and I hope fatisfa 


'} account.” 
However, I'am afered that I” have ſpoken the 
- Judgment of the beſt, and' pureſt Ages of Chrifti- 
anity:;. 


— 
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anity.;z neither -can any «thing be ſound .in.contra- 


diction to this-Dodtine.in all the whole Life, Aﬀi-, 
ons, or Sufferings, of Chriſt; nor'in the conſtant, _ 


and unerring-Pradtice of the Primitive Chriſtians ; 
gnor.inany of the Writ.:ngs of the Apoſtles, or Apo- 
ſtolick Men. I proceed therefore to ſhew, 

-..2, That for SubjetFs 10 queition the  AFions 
(tho ave) or Authority of their Princes," s 


rnconſattent with the nature of the Kingly Office, 


The. Scepter is put into their hands by God Al- 


mighty alone: and with that the. Power he giveth 


them.is.ſo great, as that he. maketh them capable 


of being accountable to. none, but Himſelf only ;. 


Power King Jolomons Sentence is very abſolute, 
Who ſhall ſay to a King, what doft thou ? and of the 

nqueſtionableneſs, and uncontroulableneſs of, his 
Kothority., he further addeth ,, The wrath of a 


| Kings as the roaring of. a Lion; who ſball ſlir 


himanp? _ 


_. Things depending on another, are governcd by. 
that on : which; they depend; this. is undeniable, 
Thus th& Lives, 20d: Liberties, of Subzefs, dode- 


4 , © 


pend upon. the.good,” or evil Will of their Prince. 


And thus much P:/ate.could alledge to our Bleſſed 
Saviour, that be had power to condemn him, and 
that be.hag. power to releaſe! him ; whereupon our 
Saviour.replied, without any denial, -or refuſal'of 


1 
. the. Power, od he had no power at all, but what 
was given him from above ; that-is, that Power 


wherewnth he was inveſted, and which he then ex- 


ercifed, under the-Roman Cz/ar,, was not only by 
EET : ; TS | | the 


et 
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the permiſſion, bur alſo-by the Order, and laſtitu: 
tion of God. fn ns 

Were it ſo, that the Actions of Kings, or their 
Authority , could be ſwayed , or byatled, by any 
other Terreſtrial Power whatſoever, except their 
own: how Proteus-like would Governmeat be ? 
How would the Laws of Mercy, and Juſtice, which 
are ſo eſſential to the Being of a Government, 
that it cannot ſubſiſt without them, be cither 


wreſted, orquite antiquated, by the Prevalency of 
a Party? Admit but this, and then we ſhould ſoon. 


be ſenſible of the Prophets complaint , Juſtice gs 
gone away backward; having inſtead of Law, 
Rule, and Order, nothing but Noiſe, Diſtraction, 
and Confuſion, Which brings me to ſhew, 
2.” That for Subjetts to queſtion the Afﬀtions, or 
Authority of their Prince, is diametrally oppo- 
ſite to the Liberty of the Subjetf. We are ſub- 
jeted unto lawful Earthly Powers, That under 
them we may lead godly, and peaceable lives , 
faith the Great Apoſtle. And that (according to 
the Prophet) Every man might fit under his own 


Vine, and that none might make him afraid. The 


enjoyment of our Lives, and our Libcrties too, as 
well in Sacred, as Secular thirigs, next under God, 
we have from the Prudence of our Prince. 
That our Lives have not hitherto been made 8 
Prey to our Enemies, it is, becauſe his Sacred Ma- 
jeſty maintaineth, and defendeth them. That our 
Liberties, both -in Religion , and State, have not 
long ſince periſhed: away in our boſoms, it is, be- 
cauſe we have a King to actuate, andenliven _ 
n 


ct. tet —— —— 
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In 8 word, That the Allies of Rame, or Geneva, 
have not long ere this extirpared the beſt Reform- 
ed Church in Exrope, the Church 'of England; it 


| is, becauſe his Sacred Majeſty, and þis Predeceſlors, 


(and lorig may He., and His Succeſſors be equally 
proſperous, ). have hitherto diſpelled all thoſe. abo- 
migable. Miſts, of. Schiſm, Sucriledge , and Idola- 
ry, Which they, raiſed amongſt us, 7h 


| Hitherto 1 have ſhewed you, That a KI N.G 


is the Greateſt of all Earthly Bleſſings, the De- 
{ence of our Lives, the Bulwark of our Libertics. 
Surely I. need not long ſtand to recommend ir. to 
Fou. How many Hundreds yet -alive, have not 
tong ſince ſeen our tumultuous World ; wherein 
tho Religion, and Liberty were the Pretence, yet 
Prophanity, Atheiſm, and Slavery were the Event? 
Wherein our greateſt Enjoyment. was. the, bleifed 
Hotchpotch of.. Democracy : and the 'a«ui; of our 
Devotion (inſtead of our 'pure, and Primitive Li- 
turgy) was exerciſed. in an halting DireCtory, not 
only deſtructive of, and contradiQtory -to, all An- 
tiquity,: but alſo to it Self. + And the wholſom Laws 


of our Gracious and. Natural Sovereign, abrogated 


together with Bimſelf ,, to make way for worſe. 
And that which Crown'd the Happineſs, . we had 
Reformation thrown amongſt us with a Sword in 
its hand, to Jet. us. ſee how: baſely we had abuſed 
the Power of. the. Sword, in taking it: from him, 
who alone (by the Law of God, Nature, and- Na- 
tions, ) did juſtly challenge it, 


Thi 
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-*.The abrogation pf Civil; Power 'makes every 
Man Suzi jurs; fo that' take away the Supreme 
y- Power, which is-indeed'the' Life of all Laws, and 
- then- all manner of Sins*will be venial. Hereſis 
and'Schifm ,* Murder, Conſpiracy and Rebellion, 
the blackeſt I —_ theſe will never be boggled 
at.' * For indeed, that many Men abſtain from'the 
Commiſſion of theſe -Sins , it 1s not becauſe they 
are ſo much afraid of the Juſtice of God; as of the 
Severity of 'the King, who ſwayeth the Sword of 
Juſtice, as' Gods only Vieegerent. © ' And thus, at 
} the tong run; ſhould we be brought into the'lamen- 
P22 table condition of the wreretied Hebrews, of whom 
we find .this Melancholy Complaint regiſtred'by 
tie Prophet no leſs than four times together : that 
[- in thoſe days there was no'King in Wrael, bat every jugs. « 
Mar atd: that- which Was vight FX hisown Eyes, 18.1.8 19.1. 
Which ſeaſonablybriags me 'to my Third Propofiti- *2*-ult 
on, namely to ſhew, 
"21, That ſuch are the Impetuoſities of the Vulgar, 
that notwithſtanding this: Sacred Reſerve, Majeſty 
it ſelf -can ſcarce any where be inviolable. Altho 
God 'Almighty hath made fo good ſecurity for his 
Anointed ; tho their Crowns be eſtabliſhed by the 
firm"and perpetual Decrees of all Laws, both Di- 
vine and Humane : yet there are a ſort. of Men in 
the World", afd"the very Peſt they are of all Or- 
| der and Society, the great Principles of whoſe Re- 
ligion, are to vilifie and blaſpheme Magiſtracy , and 
to trample upon and contemn all that is Sacred and 
Venerable ; purchafing to themſelves the Applauſe 
of the Popularity by wild Tfopian A 
wn D'S :-* wit 
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with they do eaſily prevail upon, and ſeduce the 
giddy Multitude, CF 
And there is nothing -vented, thonever ſo ex- 


nance it. The moſt Lunatic Fancies being once 
broached, do not long want Abettors. And hence 
there .are ſeveral ObjeRions raiſed, to ſtrengthen 
this Antimonarchical Fabrick, Fink 


7. They objet, Regem eſſe infra non ſupra 
Eccleſiam. -This Objection is equally aflerred:, 
both by the Rom:i/b and Reformed Party ; the one 
endeavouring hereby to magnifie the Power of him 
who: treadeth upon the Necks of Kings, tho he 
was anciently wont, and ſtill his Duty is the ſame, 
to embrace their Feet : the other hereby ſtriving 
to vindicate the Supream Power of C/aſſes-and Sy- 
nods, And the Anſwer of the one, will be the ſuf- 


ficient conviction of either. 


But firſt, it will be neceſfary to ask, Whether by 


the Church, they mean the Catholic, or ſome part 


of it-only ? | we yin a 

If they mean the Catholic Church, then we 
mult needs confeſs, that no King is above, but 
within it: ſeeing it never yet was, nor never can 
be under the Power of any Earthly Monarch, 
When they have ſaid what they can -for the Popes 


Supremacy, we believe, that the Catholic Church. 
. eweth Fealty to none , but only to Him who right- 


ly is the King of Kzizgs, and Lord of Lords , the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Neither can it be ſuppoſed to 
have any. Viſible Head, except in a Council truly 

General, 
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General,” and that: Headſhip can only remain Pro 


. Tempore Concilii. 


But if by the word Church be meant any part 
only of the Catholic, as in particular the Church 


of England; then we own no Head but the King. 


alone ; and fo here will be no. work tor the Super- 
intendent and his Claſſis. And if they demand 
our Reaſon, for this we remit them to the Canons 
of our Church , which tell us, That the Kings of 
England claim no more Power in Eccleſiaſtical 
Matters, than the Pious Kings of Iſrael , :and the 
Religions Chriſtian Princes (eventhe Roman Em- 
percurs, for ſome of the firſt Centuries) anciently 
had. And till they can ſhew vs a more warran- 
table Pattern, than the univerſal Chriſtian Practice 
of Fiſteen Hundred years, and more; they muſt 
give usleave to proſecute our Allegiance. Taking 
this Firſt for granted, rhey proceed without our al- 
lowance, or ſhew of Reafon: | 
2, Tofay, that a King muſt - Jeywvire Eccleſie ; 
which Phraſe feverat Ancient and Pijous Authors 
have uſed, and ro which'we aſſent, if we may have 


ſeave to underſtand it as the Ancients did. But if- 


they go about by this Phraſe, 'to ſubj2& a King to 
the- Aavidh humors of his People, we 'muſt take 
leaye todifſent, Servire Ecclefie, according to the 
mind of-fych Authors as uſe it, is no 'more- than 
Neceſſitatibus Ecclefig conſulere, and in this ſence 
rhe greateſt Monarch will not refuſe ir : this is all 
that St. Auguſtine meaneth by it; witneſs himſelf, 
Serviunt enim qui imperant, officio conſulendi:, 

| : provi» 


x Pet. 2.12, 
141 5+ 


providend; Mzſericordia. This 4s alk that the Pa«, 
gan Authors mean, when they render . Imperium, 
Jervitutem... Thus therefore; if they will allow 
us to-interpret we are agreed : but-if they will 
not, we muſt needs fay., they are very bad Ety- 
mologilts, in ſtriving to, frame ſuch ences, with, 
which Antiquity is utterly, unacquainted.. -........... 


2. They allow a Power, (if the King de not in, 
their ſence, Servire Eccleſae ) to. Subordinate Ma- 
giſtrates, to correct . the Miſcarriages of .Princes. 
A. moſt unjuſt and, unequal Priviledge | .What is 
meant by Subordinate Magiſtrates, we.ſuppole to be. 
ſuch Perſons as have. received Authoruy from the 
King ; let them act in what capacity ſoever, either: 
in Church, or Stare; - And theſe. Inferior. Powers 
are approved of God: yet ſo, asthe Apoſtle ſeem. 
eth to make our Obedience to the, King, and thoſe 
Inferiour Powers , two. different . things.;.. to the 
King we are ſo-far enjoyned Obedience, that we 
cannot. poſſibly fail init, without being, abſolutely 


guilty. 1 ay tothe; Inferiour Magiſtrate, WE 2re, 


abligevs fo fap as his ( ommands.are. the ſame with» 
| the Kings, or nor 


ngs: ructive of, or prejudicial. ta: 
them ;; which if they be, the ſame Obligation. is. 


_ upon 5 RA obey, .but to. appeal to the Greater, 


TrS.the 


6 It-is beyond all Controverfie with me, and -I 
hope with all good Men ; . that tho: Inferiour Magi- 
ſtrates, with. reſpect to Private Perſons, be Publick, 
yet with reſpec tothe King they are Private Per-. 
fons, Andas it is in the Power of Inferiour Magi- 

| eikrates 


Ajerted and Vindicateld. 23 


—— 
. 


. —— ——_—_— 


ſtrates, to tak? cognizance- of, and puniſh the Of- For further ſa- 
fences of Private Perſons, ſo donbtleſs:is it-in” the -* ava - 
Power of tie .Kang , to: take! cogn;zancei of, and the Authority 
puniſh the Offencesef Inferiour Magiſtrates; »with 9 Mpreme, 
reſpect. co whom, 'they are 'no more [then Private © nate Magi. 4 


Parſons, (as 1 have already ſhewed; )- and ſo liable fireres; I ſhall 


refer the more - 


to. be by him" puniſhed, for-:their. Miſcarriages yas cou 
Private. | It would certainly, be no:ſmall Paradox, mice Annota- 
to ſay, That.the King, having the Supream Power _ _—_ 
in..theſe Kingdoms, (and: long may He, and His (3; (4. 
Lawſul Sticcetlors, enjoy. and exerciſe. it, ) might Fifth Com- 
not inveſt ſuch Perſons as he ſhould thinks fit; with nn) 
Inferiour Magiſtracy , and puniſh them for the A- hands of the : 
buſe, orNegitedtof the Exercileof the: Power he 4nnnfs; 
bath given them; or degrade, and deveſt: them "Sas vr "x 
their Authortty. | 43:4 / _— m_y 
©: OT tNeE Frets 

a If: the Inferiour Magifiearys be Neatigune, 
then the! Paſtors, and People, have ſolemnleavets 
Depoſe (nay Martyr). Kings, to'defend. themſelves 
(in ſuch Unchriſtian 'Aftiovs ) withthe.Power of 
the Sword, if their Lives and Confſciences. (as:they 
do: moſt prepoſterouſly term it) eanfnot be other» 
wiſe ſafe: trom! the Tyranny of: Kings: :Awmoſt 
Antichriſtian Principle, andſuchas might:defilethe 
very mbuth of Beelzebub/to: prondunce it: Hor 
reſco referens. This, \and\ much: mbne- ſuet{horrid 
Stuff, -midy be found in_the Commentariesof Pas 
Ke45., upon the 1374: Chapter: to''the)! Rowatrs, 
Neither could it on have been” better confuted, 
than it was by King FA ME _S of Blefſed Memory, 
and the Loyal Univer of. Orford , who Lu 

Order 
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Order, That the Commentaries of Parens ſhould 
be hurat (as they well deſerved) in Public, by the 
hands 'of the Common Hangman. And for the 


_ utter extirpation of ſuch Seditious, Impious, and 


Antimonarchical Doctrines, it was decreed by the 
Oxonian Univerſity, in a full Convocation , June 
the 5th, 1622. . That every Perſoy that was tobe 
honoured with a Degree, 'in any Þaculty what- 
ſoewer, ſhould before Admiſſion Swear, (in an Oath 
framed for that very purpoſe ) 7o alienate ſuch 
Principles: As may be ſeen at large in the Decree, 
and Oath, | 


'5. According to theſe Infernal Principles (in the 
late Times of DiſtraQtion ) this was uſually their 
moſt Illogical. ) Afertion ; That it was lawful to 
ght againi? the Kings Perſon, with hu Power ; 
and that the King might be killed in hu Perſonal, 
or Private Capacity, (as they called it, and yet hs 
Power never the worſe for it, his Authority not 


ſuffering, Aftrange Metaphyſical Notion! And 


ſo likewiſe, that St. Paul ſpeaking of Kings, mean- 
eth the Kingly Office, not his Perſon ; with much 
more of this Natute. Thus do they make the 
King a meer P/atvnical Idea, a Quality, not a 
Perſonal Subſiſtence : As if the King of England 
were nothing but CAROLTUS REX written 
in Court-hand , without either Fleſh or Blood. If 


it be ſo, to what purpoſe are thoſe ſignificant So- 


lemnitics uſed at the Coronations? Why are they 
Crown'd, Inthroned, Inoyled ? but to ſhew their 
Perſonal, and. Imperial Power and Supremacy : in 
Miitary, 


ut 
a 
« 
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Military, Judiciary, and Religious Matters. That 
the Kings Authority. may be where his Perſon is . 


nor (if this be their meaning) is moſt true ; but, 


that his Perſon may be where his Authority is not, 
15 moſt falſe: And a King without Perſonal Autho- 
rity, isa Contradition, and no King. How dull 

were the Primitive Chriſtians, that could not be- 
think themſelves of this DiſtinQion ! what Blood 


and Martyrdom might it have ſaved? But let theſe 
faint Chimera's vaniſh. 


6. They fay, that if we aſcribe fo much Power 
to the King, Religion cannot be ſafe , but that be 
may alter it at his Pleaſure. And fo He may : 
Neither is the Power of ie, in any thing more 
viſible, than in eſtabliſhing ſuch Modes ot Public 
Worſhip, as they think fe. This is fofficient 
aſſerts " and maintained by the moſt Pons af7'v4 
thors thit hitherto I have met withal. 
the Religious Rites in F«udeaaltered, ——_ 
the Genius of the Prince? Thus we find I 
of Abaz altered by his Son\ Ezechias, "Which 
Manaſſes his Nepbny: p ain reſtored, bur by 7o- 
fas they were a ar Thus if they 
demand, why in the - Reigh of Queen Mar ae 
Romiſb Religion,and in the Reign of eenEliza- 
beth the Reformed Religion, prevai there can 
be no other-Reaſon be giver, bot 'that (nexrunder 
God) it was Ex Reg  abkag Arbittio: © 

It is an Old (and unanſwerable) Maxim, Qualis 
Rex, Talis Lex. And if _— Magiſtrate __ 
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be deveſted-of his Power, becauſe it is poſſible He 
may abuſe it, then ſhould we have no Power at 
all, at leaſt no Exerciſe of Power, there being the 
ſame Reaſon to fear every Man alike, becauſe. tl.e 
Axiom ( Nemo ef? qui fall: nequeast) includeth all, 
But why our King may not be intruſted with the 
ſame Power (ſecing he cannot well uſe it worſe) 


 wherewith they durſt iotruſt their Protector, is a 


Paradox tome, | 

- Or, ſuppoſe this ſhould fall out (which always 
doth not) that a King ſhould alter the received Res 
ligion; yet may we have ſufficient comtort, if we 
confider , that the Hearts of all Men are in the 
hand of . the Lord , but more eſpecially are the 
Hearts of Kings in his Power, 8 as the Rivers 


of water, he can turn them as he pleaſeth. Itis 
Gods work (you hear) to ſway the Inclinations of 


Kiogs, : let.us then beware how. we meddle init. 
His Power is ſo unſpeakable , that he can equally 
effe@t his Will, as well by Evil, as 'by Good 
Kings, | . | | | 


Sometimes Proſperity, and ſometimes Adver- 


ſay'is more profitable. for the Church, Andif the 


Prince be Pious, then the Truth' flouriſheth under 


him: and if he be Ungodly, it will be Evil for the 
Church , but worſe for him, whoſe Condemna- 
tion ſhall One day be . augmented, anſwerably to 
the. greatneſs of his Charge. _ And in the mean 
time, Rebellion will be fo far from being agreea- 
ble, [that it will every way- be contradictory to a 
Chriſtian Profeſſion. Well ſaid Saint Auguſtine, 


Reges 


_—_— 
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Reges cum in errore ſunt, pro ipſo erroreleges con- Auguſt. ad- 
irz3 Verilalem ferunt - ram 114 veritale ſanr, ſami+ = -— LA 
liter contra errorem pro ipſa veritate deceruunt ; 3 c<h.g1. 
ita & legibns malis probantur bont,  legibus bo« 


nis emendantur mali. But I haſt to my Fourth 
and Laſt Propoſition, namely, 


4. That ſince the Perſons, and Powers of 
KINGS are eſteemed Sacred, both by the Laws 
of God, Nature , and all Nations ; to exhort all 
Men, that they be to the utmoit of their Power 
careful not to violate ſo great a Priviledge. The 
Duty of Obedience to Kings, was a thing ſo well 
known, and ſo firmly believed in the Primitive 
Times, that the Chriſtians then ſtood in need of 
no other Arguments to perſwade them to it, but 
ſuch as. Chriſt and his Apoſtles left upon Record. 
And ſeeing. that thoſe who lived ſo near the Apo- 
ſiles Days, were ſo extraordinarily tenacious of this 
Duty : 1t raiſeth Admiration in me, to conſider, 
That fome. Men amongſt us, who do (at leaſt) 
pretend to as great Sandity as ever any Primitive 
Chriſtian had, ſhould go abqut toraiſe Arguments, 
to defend their Taking up of Arms againſt their 
Lawſul ( and Chriſtian) Princes, from the ſame 
Sacred Scriptures ,* which the Ancients thought 
laid ſufficient Obligation upon them ( as I have 
largely ſhewed in the preceding Parts of this Diſ- 
courſe) to obey even the worſt of Heathen Powe 


ers, 
E 2 That 


—_—_ 
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That both God, Nature, and Nations, have my 
_viledged Kings, I have already fully ſhewed ,, and 


I truſt ſo fully, as to render it (however to all 
good Men) indubirable ; the Authorities that I 
have made uſe of, are ſuch as are altogether un- 
queſtionable, For next to the Sacred Scriptures, 
which we all equally own, and adhere unto, I have 
urged only ſuch General Councils, and Ancient Sy- 
nods, as have hitherto been approved by the whole 
Chriſtian World. And for the Teſtimenies of the 
Fathers, or Others that I have uſed, they are 
from the beſt | and moſt Authentic Editi- 
Ons, | | 

However therefore this Diſcourſe may reliſh , it 
concerneth not me ; ſeeing that I am aſſured, that 
I have all along Impartially ſpoken the Mind of 
the Catholic Church. And that to this very day, 
there hath not been a General Council, truly ſo 
named; or any. other Ancient (tho not Oecume- 
nical) Synod, duly, and regularly called, and de- 
bating ; or an Authentic Copy of any Father ; 
that have delivered othoewifs, If our Adverſa- 
ries can produce the contrary, we challenge them 
in the Name of God to do it : if they cannot( which 
is I am certain much more eaſie,) then let their 
Brainſick Notions ceaſe to be. impoſed upon the 
Vulgar Multitude ; who are more apt to be taken 
with Flatteries of their Chimerical Greatneſs, and 
Supremacy ; with Noiſe, and Impudence; than 
with any ſober Reaſon, or ſound Arguments. 


But 


—_ 
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Bur let Us, who have fo good Authority for our 


Warrant, as' the Voice, and Univerſal Precice of 
the Primitive Church , reſolve ( in ſpight of all 


ContradiQtion ) to be ever Conſcious of our Du» 


ty. 
Methioks, the very conſideration of our Intereſt, 
and Society, ſhould put us in mind of SubjeQion : 
for what a Polity elſe ſhould we make ? what great- 
er Solceciſm could we-grant 1n Nature, than that 
the Head ſhould give place to the Supremacy of the 
Foot? Tho it be true (as the Apoſtle obſerveth) 
that in the Body, 'no- one Member can be without 
another; yet for the Inferiour to go about to uſurp 
the Office, and Power of the Superiour, muſt needs 
make a Privation, and ſo leave ſome place unfilled ; 
to which Philoſophy will in no wiſe yield. ' There 
are not the moſt uncivilized of all People, but they 
have ſomething of Subordination : how much more 


then ought we to do that, which not only Nature, 


but God, and the Law of Nations, have enjoyn- 
ed. 
And if our Intereſt cannot draw us, let the Ex- 
amples of our Saviour, and rhe. Primitive Chrifti- 
ans, perſuade us; And if-theſe be nor ſufficient to 
ſway us, let the Eternal Rewards of Grace entice 
us ; nay, ſince God Almighty hath made ſuch Sa- 


cred Defences for Kings, let the Majeſty of their 


Countenances daſh our daring Fancies into due Al- 
legiance and Subjection. 
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A good Chriſtian, and a good Subject , are Rect- 
procals; the one being not poſſible to> be found 
without the cther., And if we have love for our 

reat Maſter , we can no way better manifeſ] it, 
than by yielding a full SubjeQtion to ſuch Powers 
as he hath ordained 1o fill his Room, till Himſelf 


_ come, whoſe all Power truly is, and to whom all 


Authority doth rightly belong. 2 | 
Let us therefore ſtrive by Obedience to our 


Prince, to regain that Honour and Credit , which 
our Nation 'by Diſobedience hath ſo lately loſt. 
We may juſtly fay, That (with our Royal Prophet) 
we are vecome the very Scorn and Deriſion of them 
that are round about 145; but let us beſeech God 


(with our Royal CHARLES the Martyr) not 


to lay that Innocent Blood unto our charge. And 
for the future, let us be aQive in repairing thoſe 
Breaches of Loyalty, which the Father moſt right- 
ly claimed, for the Son. And let us not ſuffer our 
ſelves any more to be deluded, with the Vanities 
of thoſe Men, who (under the empty Notions, and 
ſpecious Fitles of Chriſts Kingdom, Liberty, and 


Reformation, ) Preached up nothing amongſt us, 


tut Hypocrifie, Rebellion, and Confufion. 

| Laſtly, Let theſe miſerable Calamities, under 
which we ſo lately groaned, be a further Incentive 
of Loyalty to us. Let us think of them, and I 
queſtion hot, they will be a means to make us Re- 
ſolve, to ſtand by our Prince with our Lives and 
our Fortunes. And to animate us in ſo indiſpenſible 


a Duty,-let us beg of God to continue us in the 
True 


——_—. 


Aſerted and Vindicated. | 


True Religion, which at this Day by Law we pro- 
feſs; and then we need not to queſtion , but the 
ſence of our-Duty , will add fircngth and perſe- 
verance to our Loyalty. Which (that jt may do) 
God of his great Mercy grant for Jeſus Chriſt's 


ſake: To whom with Thee, O Fa her, and Thee, O 


Bleſſed Spirit ; Three Perſons, but One Immutable 
GOD, begriven of the Holy Catholic Church, all 
Power, Praiſe,. and Glory, World without End, 
Amen, Amen. | 
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